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!' November 20, Friday. Told Evarts I was glad I had not
kept him or any invited guest from his dinner. He says
'there was a great strife among the Radicals whether Grant
should be allowed to attend; that some extreme Radicals
got up a counter-dinner uptown to draw Grant off; that
the conditional acceptance was intended to relieve Grant
if any of us attended; a cunning device that failed. As
none of us attended, there was no escape but for him to give
his presence to the Evarts banquet.
1 Seward said he had received my letter in the Paraguay
matter and would attend to my suggestions. Would in-
'struct McM!ahon and request him to consult with Admiral
iDavis. Thought it very proper, etc. I asked him to send
ine a copy of his instructions. Said he would. Gave him
again my opinion of Washburn and of his mission.

November 24, Tuesday. Seward came to Cabinet coun-
cil this morning with a queer expression on his countenance.
We two were the first arrivals. On exchanging salutations,
he said he was sick, quite sick. I asked his malady. He
said he had got the damnedest strange thing from Reverdy
Johnson for a protocol. Others came in to whom he made
similar communication. He submitted the document to
the President and Cabinet with a lugubrious look which
cannot be described. Intended to be sad and grieved, but
with a lurking laugh. The Alabama claims are to be sub-
Initted to arbitration; four commissioners, two by each
jparty; if not unanimous, some sovereign to be selected by
!the two governments as umpire, etc. The whole thing,
he said, was wrong, contrary to instructions, must be
Jsent back. The members were surprised and made in-
quiries into the points of difference. He did not make
himself clear, but said he would prepare and submit a
dispatch at the next Cabinet-meeting. I was more inter-
ested with the distressed looks of McCulloch and Brown-
ing than with the muddy exposition. They had evidently
expected the Alabama claims were about adjusted. I re-